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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Bristol Renaissance Faire Gates Soon to Open!
Voted the #1 Renaissance Faire in the Country Set to Open July 7
KENOSHA, Wis.– Voted “Best Renaissance Faire” for the seventh consecutive year in 2017,
the Bristol Renaissance Faire will open Saturday, July 7, for nine weekends through Labor Day
Monday. This summer’s 31st annual Bristol Renaissance Faire promises the same perennially
popular compliment of 16th Century merriment, music, food and games that have earned top
national honors from subscribers of Renaissance Magazine and the Renaissance Festival Podcast,
along with some unexpected twists.
Diverse Delights Await
Delectable noshes, dashing lords, winsome wenches, songs, dance, and artisanal wares all await
you at the Bristol Renaissance Faire! Craft brews, ciders, cocktails, teas and other refreshing
beverages complement one of the dozens of items offered throughout the shire including
scrumptious vegetarian and gluten-free options and; of course, the iconic turkey leg! Kids'
Kingdom provides a welcome respite for families to escape the bustle of the main lanes and
enjoy a fantasy world specially designed for little hands and curious minds. Want a more
immersive experience? Don your costume and join us for one of our special themed weekends:
Steampunk, Swashbucklers, Heroes and Villains or Monsters and Magic!
Hand-Crafted Thrones
Perch upon one of six beautiful thrones located at the entrance of Kid’s Kingdom for the ultimate
photo-op experience. Colorful, bold and Instagram-worthy, the throne room is sure to be a
popular stop for Faire guests this season looking for the perfect, unique selfie!
RennCon™
Celebrating a shared love of extensive research and skilled recreation of costuming, the Faire
welcomes cosplayers of all genres July 28 and 29 for a convention experience like nothing
you've ever seen before. Panels, cosplay photo meet-ups, special guests, and a costume contest
with the largest prizes the Faire has ever awarded are all in store for the biggest costume party
Wisconsin has ever seen!
Feats of Daring and Shenanigans Abound
The Sixteen Bristol entertainment stages feature nonstop music, feats of daring stunts and an
eclectic assortment of comedic performers who invite their audiences to become part of the act.
Joining Faire favorites, including Dirk and Guido, the comedic sword-fighting duo known as
“The Swordsmen,” ropewalker, juggler and foolish mortal MooNiE the Magnif’Cent, Guinness
World Record-holding fire whip artist Adam Crack, the Barely Balanced acrobatic comedy
troupe, and the Sturdy BeggarsTM Mud Show®, are Cirque du Sewer, the trained rat and confused
cat show, and the crowd-favorite gut-busting antics of the Washing Well Wenches.

Music
Among this summer’s special musical guests, Bounding Main sings richly harmonic versions of
traditional maritime songs. They will appear July 7 and 8, July 28 and 29 and August 25 and 26
only. Enchanting melodies will be delivered by duo Billy Miller and Misti Bernard July 7 and 8 ;
August 11/12, August 18/19 and August 25/26.
And, don’t miss Steam Powered Giraffe, the singing musical automatons! This quirky act that
combines comedic sketches, improvised android banter and robot pantomime is appearing one
time only: July 28 at 6:30 p.m.
One-of-a-Kind Wares
Bristol’s Marketplace offers a depth of unique shopping experiences that can’t be found
anywhere outside the country’s top Renaissance faires. Nearly 200 artisans display wares
ranging from stage-combat-approved swords and handmade chain-maille to Scottish kilts,
handcrafted leather masks, tapestry wall hangings, sterling silver jewelry, hand-caned brooms,
bamboo flutes, Steampunk adornments, soaps, costumes befitting royal or knave and beautiful
floral wreaths for the hair. Bristol guests also may enjoy watching demonstrations by potters,
glass blowers, blacksmiths and other working artisans as they create their wares on-site.
Feeling creative? Stop by Queen’s College which transports would-be artisans and history buffs
alike into an immersive environment where they can learn a rotating variety of 16th Century arts
from basket-weaving and candle-making to chain-maille construction.
Live Action Role Play with RenQuest™
Bristol’s ever-evolving live action fantasy-play game, RenQuest, is one of the most highly
anticipated events of the Faire season. RenQuest provides guests the opportunity to stop
watching the story and live it. The interactive theatrical gaming experience offers players an
unprecedented opportunity to become a hero or villain and change the fate of the city by
completing quests, honing skills and defeating monstrous enemies. The game spans the entire
30-acre Faire site and employs 45 non-playing characters dedicated to enriching the fantasy
experience. Kids’ Quest provides the Faire’s younger patrons, ages 4 to 11, the opportunity to
embark on their own age-appropriate adventures. Guests can begin Kids’ Quest at any time
before 4 p.m. each day. Parents must accompany children on the quest.
Join Us!
Set on a summer day in 1574 when Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth visited the English city of
Bristol, the Bristol Renaissance Faire is open for nine weekends just west of I-94’s Russell Road
exit, near Kenosha, Wis. Open rain or shine, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., every Saturday and Sunday, July
7 through Sep. 2, and Labor Day Monday, Sep. 3. Tickets are $25.95 for adults; $11.50 for
children, ages 5 to 12. Children aged 4 and under are admitted free. Discount tickets are
available in advance at RENFAIR.COM, all Menards stores, or by calling (847) 395-7773.

